
 

CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575


The City’s referendum is a wholesale rewrite with poor sentence structure and grammatical errors that 
pose significant legal loopholes while providing illusory Charter protections. This language was not 

vetted by a land-use attorney. The most significant defects in the City’s referendum are (a) the 
definition of “Natural Areas,” (b) deferring the definition of parks, their acreage and boundaries until 

after the vote, (c) transferring park definitions to City ordinances thereby shifting custody to City 
Council and away from voters, (d) eliminates existing protections from Springbrook Park that are also 

desired for the 15 other parks, and (e) allows existing tedious public process for “other uses and 
facilities.”


The objective appears to intentionally confuse voters in order to keep control of these natural parks 
with exiting City processes thereby subjecting these parks to future development. Read the two 

charter amendments' text for yourself — one of these will become law. Don’t be misled and 
misinformed by political rhetoric.

NATURAL PARK MEASURES - A SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

(defined in development limitations section)

(defined in development limitations section)

CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 

The Citizens’ measure builds upon current Chapter X which was ratified by voters in 1978. 

Revisions to Chapter X are intentional, deliberate and precise for enacting sensible development 

limitations inconsistent with maintaining 16 designated natural parks as healthy natural habitats. The 
selection of parks and limitations are the result of outreach with citizens, many who were 

neighborhood chairs, members of friends’ groups, and Parks & Recreation board,  
the Director of Parks & Recreation, and a land-use attorney.


The objective while drafting these protections was to delineate all changes clearly and concisely with 
complete transparency. Additionally, no alterations were to impact Springbrook Park’s existing 

protections, only enhance them. Chapter X enshrines these protections and represents the culture and 
love our community has for its natural spaces.


Strikethrough = deleted text; mainly replacing Springbrook Park with Natural Preserve

Double underbar = new text introduced; improvements to Chapter X



  CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 
(strikethrough & double underbar = changes to existing Chapter X)

(Telecommunications definition influenced in collaboration with land use attorney based on 
three prior City attempts to place telecommunication facilities at Cooks Butte)

(City definition drops examples and distinction for “public” and “private” facilities, opening 
possibly for telecommunications facilities in a natural parks citizens seek to prohibit)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)



  CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 
(strikethrough & double underbar = changes to existing Chapter X)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(REMOVED) 
(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(not defined until after the vote & moved from charter protection to city ordinance)

(Defers mapping parks until after the vote. Moves parks, boundaries and acreage to city 
ordinances while suggesting parks may be divided into natural and developable. Any 

alteration may occur with a 4:3 City Council vote at any time. Mayors, City Councils, and City 
staff change frequently thereby risking natural parks to redefinition and development.)

(Citizens’ measure enshrines parks, boundaries, and acreage explicitly. The entire park is 
protected. Any alternation to these definitions would intentionally require voter approval. 

Springbrook Park has been protected for over 40 years because the park is explicitly defined 
in Chapter X)

(These parks can be including under the citizens’ Charter protections by City Council 
designating them as  “Nature Preserves” at anytime - see Section 46 below)



  CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 
(strikethrough & double underbar = changes to existing Chapter X)

(re-ordered to compare with citizens’ measure) 

(Citizens’ measure intentionally prohibits any new facilities or structures and expects any 
future development to be well communicated and ratified by voters, whereas City’s 

referendum continues the existing tedious public process that places citizens’ voice at the 
end that typically yield minor immaterial concessions.)

(Removes prohibition on parking lots, roads, or trails for motorized trail from existing 
Springbrook protections. It also removes prohibition for cutting any tree for these purposes.)

(ADA trails constructed with natural materials (that are slip-resistant and better for erosion) 
and boardwalks are used widely in national, state and city natural and wilderness areas to 

meet accessibility requires are allowed. See page 15 of the Federal Outdoor Guide 
https://www.access-board.gov/files/aba/guides/outdoor-guide.pdf)

(“business as usual” - development may continue with current tedious public process)

https://www.access-board.gov/files/aba/guides/outdoor-guide.pdf


  CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 
(strikethrough & double underbar = changes to existing Chapter X)

(re-ordered to compare with citizens’ measure) 

(Section 44. Effective Date - eliminated but immaterial, effective when ratified)

(Maintenance expectations for natural areas and existing City-infrastructure are virtually identical)

(At the time the Citizens’ text was authored, there were 4 pre-exiting park-specific master plans:  
2 master plans - Iron Mountain & Woodmont - have completed; Stevens Meadow Homestead 

Trailhead is in-progress; and a dated Canal Acres is yet to be funded)



CITY COUNCIL’S MEASURE 3-575CITIZENS’ MEASURE 3-568 
(strikethrough & double underbar = changes to existing Chapter X)

(Covered by Section 45 - Severability (above) & ADA is a Federal Law)

(Section 46A eliminated from City’s amendment; thereby, eliminating this maximum height 
restriction in residential areas)

(City ordinance keeps custody of changes to parks & definitions with City Council, not voters)

(Citizens’ amendment adds additional avenues to include more natural parks by decreeing as 
“Nature Preserve”:  (a) when deeded to the City, or (b) by City Council at any regular meeting)


