
  A SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON: ORIGINS OF CITY’s REFERENDUM

Lake Oswego’s City Manager, Martha Bennett, presented City Council with draft text for a competing referendum for citizen initiative 2020IN-1 on 
June 15, 2021. On July 6th, City Council authorized the City Manager to conduct a “public” process to complete the proposal for consideration at a 
special meeting on August 3rd. The City hired PraxisPolitical to conduct a “public” process between July 7-31. As highlighted below between draft 

and ratified text, this so-called “public” process surprisingly did not influence any improvements to the draft City charter amendment proposal.

JUNE 15, 2021 
DRAFT CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

AUGUST 3, 2021 
CITY COUNCIL’S RATIFIED CHARTER AMENDMENT (MEASURE 3-575)

(City Council chose not to enshrine parks, their acreage and their boundaries in the Charter in 
favor of mapping the “Natural Areas of these park properties” into a City ordinance that may 

be changed at any future City Council meeting with a 4:3 vote)

(Defining parks, their acreage and their boundaries in the Charter places the custody of 
protections with voters and ensures these protections span changes in mayors, council, and 

staff. This is why Springbrook has been protected for over 40+ years)



  AUGUST 3, 2021 
CITY COUNCIL’S RATIFIED CHARTER AMENDMENT (MEASURE 3-575)

JUNE 15, 2021 
DRAFT CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL 

(Explicit definition for Springbrook Park deleted from final text. Explicit definition is what has 
protected Springbrook’s 52 acres from over 40 years. Now, transfers to City ordinance that 

can be changed at any City Council with 4:3 vote in the future.)



AUGUST 3, 2021 
CITY COUNCIL’S RATIFIED CHARTER AMENDMENT (MEASURE 3-575)

JUNE 15, 2021 
DRAFT CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL 


